
Term 2 |  Week  9| Date: 16th June 2021

 Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary's

It 's always interesting to listen to children's thoughts and wonderings on 

a whole range of stuff including the day to day events of their lives and 

sometimes about things they are learning about at school. Quite often 

they see the world with refreshing insight and open adults' eyes to new 

ways of seeing things. Just last week I sat in with a group of our Year 6 

students who were reflecting upon some images of Jesus as part of their 

Religious Education lesson.  

Their teacher had been explaining about 

the Shroud of Turin and telling them about 

an exhibition of this famous artifact that 

she had seen herself during a visit to the 

Notre Dame Museum in Jerusalem a few 

years previously. The children were 

interested and thinking quite deeply as 

they looked at the statue of Jesus based on 

the actual dimensions of the shroud. I was 

impressed. One of them, looking at an image of Jesus,  respectfully 

observed, "Look at Jesus, he's ripped." The children were impressed with 

the toned image of Jesus, commenting on his abs and whether Jesus 

had a 'six pack.' The verdict was a clear 'Yes.'

 I thought it was terrific that they could make this observation on Jesus's 

likely physical condition. We always quite rightly encourage the children 

to emulate other aspects of Jesus' character such as his messages on 

kindness, love and forgiveness. Why not also encourage them to look 

after themselves and their own bodies just as Jesus did in his time on 

earth. There's really litt le doubt that Jesus would have needed to be in 

peak physical condition, working out as a carpenter without any power 

tools, endlessly hiking the Judean hills of the Holy Land by foot and 

hauling in huge fishing nets by the Sea of Galilee. He would have eaten 

the healthy food of the Middle East with plenty of fish, beans and pulses 

with not a thought of junk food. Unlike many of today's generation of 

selfie-promoting seekers of perfect bodies who are motivated by vanity, 

Jesus was a person of humility who simply wanted to be in the best 

physical shape by looking after himself so that he could be at his best to 

help others. 
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 TERM 2 CALENDAR

24 June - Muf t i Day (Gold Coin 
Donat ion)

25 June- LAST DAY OF TERM

TERM 3 CALENDAR

12 July - Term  3 Begins

14 July - Whole School 
Excursion t o Toogim bie

19-23 July - Parent  Teacher  
Int erviews

26 July - School Phot os

16 -19 Aug - Yr  5/6 Excursion

17 Aug - Kinder  2022 Program  
St ar t s

20 Aug - Pupil Free Day

24 Aug - Kinder  2022 Program

31 Aug - Kinder  2022 Program

7 Sept  - Kinder  2022 Program

14 Sept  - Kinder  2022 Program

17 Sept  - Last  Day Term  3

Please not e t hat  all event s are 
subject  t o change.



Jesus was a wonderful teacher and an exemplar of everything that is good. Most  likely his great 

physical shape and fitness would have been the result of a healthy lifestyle, part of which would be 

a focus on maintaining his own spiritual and emotional wellbeing. When he preached, "I have come 

that you might have life to the full," (John 10:10) he was leading by example, emphasising the 

importance of every aspect of our wellbeing. 

Practice, perseverance and the creation of good habits are all important factors if we are to focus on 

the improvement of our children's and indeed our own wellbeing. If we want to be in good physical 

shape, we need to exercise? ..if we want to be persons of kindness, we need to practise being 

kind? ? .if we want to be people of gratitude, we need to practise gratitude and so on, you get the 

idea. It was terrific at last Friday's school assembly to have our Kinder and Year 1 class teaching us 

how to develop the character strength of Self-Control by, you guessed it? ? ..practising self control. 

They made it look easy as all you have to do is just focus on your breathing. 

Of course the problem is that most of us don't really intentionally focus on our breathing as we 

figure it 's just something we do automatically. Well we do 

breathe automatically of course but, as our Kinders and Year 1's 

taught us, when we really focus on our breathing properly in 

tight and stressful situations it really can make life so much more 

enjoyable and help us out big time when the going gets tough. 

Check out their great tips on our Facebook page.

As we come to the end of a lively and lovely term at our great 

litt le school, I wish each of you all the very best for the upcoming 

holiday break. I thank you for your personal support and the 

support you give all our staff each day. Mostly I thank you for 

entrusting your lovely children to us. They are a joy and their 

energy, enthusiasm and zest are inspirational for us all. Stay safe over the break and we look 

forward with lots of hope and enthusiasm for a great new term when school resumes on July 12th.

God Bless

Vince Campbell

We will be starting a tennis program in Term 3 beginning Friday of week 1 and a core physical 
skills development with Daniel Zambon. We will provide more information on both of these 
activities in Term 3.

Don't forget to book in for your parent/teacher interviews. If you are having trouble doing this 
through Compass please do not hesitate to contact Sharon in the office and she will be more 
than happy to book a time for you. 

If you have family, friends or colleagues who have 
a child starting school in 2022 share the news that 
our "Reaching for the Stars" orientation program 

starts on the 17th August.

 Everyone is welcome to attend. 



Religious Educat ion News

 

 

 

Muft i Day
is t om or row !

Please rem em ber  t o br ing a 
Gold Coin t o suppor t  t he St  

Vincent  de Paul Wint er  Appeal.
Children are able t o wear  casual clot hes; 
please rem em ber  t o wear  sensible shoes.



Leah Curtis: for her growing confidence in reading, 
particularly for assembly

Cathy Rokotavaga: for her fantastic attitude at our 
Maude excursion

Zoe Handofrd-Dunnett: for putting great effort into 
her spelling

Samarth Patel: for taking great care to produce good 
written work

Uzair Shahzad: for applying self control and showing 
focus during lessons

Hannah Edmonds: for outstanding application during 
all lessons and making valuable contributions

Class Award Winners



 Fr iday  Lunch Deal

Pizza Singles

$2.50

We would l ike t o w ish t hese 
st udent s a very 

Happy Birthday

we hope you have a special day

Sam  Mar t in for  22nd June

Sophie Cor liss-Gee for  26t h June

Giselle Gil l  for  7t h July



Week ly Com pliance Ar t icles
   A reminder to all our parents ahead of the break at the end of Term, that school zones remain in   

place for the safety of our children and families.

School zones operate on all gazetted school days, which are all days the school is open, even pupil 
free days.



Hay Sheep Show Catering 

Once again St Mary's had the opportunity to cater for the annual Hay Sheep Show. It is one of our 
best fundraisers for the year.  We would like to say a special thank you to those who provided the 

delicious cakes/slices and biscuits to sell and those who volunteered to help run the canteen during 
the day. We also had some of our students volunteer. Olivia, Tilly, Archer and Brody all made 
themselves available until the boys headed off to show their sheep or participate in the junior 

judging competition. Olivia and Tilly spent most of the day serving lamb & gravy rolls, making tea and 
coffee and continued to smile the entire day. Nina Patel and her friends supplied and served their 

delicious food that quickly sold out. Mr Campbell had a great day meeting new people and learning 
all about the Merino Sheep. Thank you to Max and her gang of helpers for their hard work serving 
the hungry sheep handlers. Maree and Archer had an early start and made lots of toasties to feed 
the morning rush and get them prepared for a long day. Mrs Tripney, Mrs Martin and Mrs Cox had 

the task of making sandwiches and preparing the morning tea packs which were a big hit. Mrs 
Nelson supplied the yummy soup to keep everyone warm. Mr Creece and Jo called in to lend a hand 
throughout the day. Mrs Mabon, Miss Kew, Mrs Low, Mr Campbell and Mrs Cox finished off the day 
and once everything was sold out they all chipped in and packed up after a long and busy day. The 

staff at St Mary's would like to thank everyone who helped in any way at all. 

It was a very successful day and the proceeds will be used to purchase resources for our school. 
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