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        St Mary’s Scoop  

Term 3 Week 5—  Wednesday 11th August 2021 

 

School Calendar  From the Principal 

TERM 3 CALENDAR  

 17 Aug - Kinder 2022 Program          

     Starts 

 20 Aug - Pupil Free Day  

24 Aug - Kinder 2022 Program 

              - Book Fair  

31 Aug - Kinder 2022 Program  

7 Sept -   Kinder 2022 Program  

14 Sept - Kinder 2022 Program  

17 Sept - Last Day Term 3  

Please note that all events are  

subject to change.  

Dear Parents and Friends of St 
Mary’s 
 
“Your children…….They come through 
you but not from you. And though they are 
with you yet they belong not to you. You 
may give them your love but not your 
thoughts. For they have their own 
thoughts. You may house their bodies but 
not their souls. For their souls dwell in the 

house of tomorrow.”  Kahlil Gibran. 
 
I love the poem ‘On Children’ by the 
great Lebanese Christian poet, 
Kahlil Gibran. It speaks about the 
role of parents as being a strong and 
sturdy influence on their children, 
nourishing and caring for them while 
at the same time honouring their 
individuality and encouraging them 
to find their own path in the world 
and live purposeful lives.  
 
Encouraging a sense of curiosity in 
children is a wonderful way to lay the 
groundwork for greater opportunities 
for them to experience joy and 
delight. When we allow our children 
to explore and go where their 
imagination takes them we are 
linking them to a positive addiction 
for learning.   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Babies and very young children are 
naturally curious - it is a joy to see 
the wonder and awe with which 
they experience the world.         
Oftentimes this is through           
unstructured and pretend play and 
being in a natural landscape. It’s a 
great shame that very often this 
natural sense of curiosity gets 
erased from our children’s lives 
through a bunch of distractions like 
shiny toys with bells and whistles, 
televisions and digital devices all of 
which are designed to ‘entertain’ 
young children and slowly stifle  
imagination, removing that natural 
curiosity which is our birthright.  
Often it can be schools and pre-
schools that stifle curiosity through 
dull educational programs and a 
deliberate focus on diminishing the 
importance of play in the life of  
children. 
 
A child that doesn’t develop       
curiosity is not going to be an adult 
who is entrepreneurial or an       
innovator. These are important 
skills today and will be even more 
important for anyone hoping to   
excel in the future. We need the 
modern day Leonardo's like Elon 
Musk! Curiosity is the character 
strength we are focusing upon at St 
Mary’s over the next couple of 
weeks. It is such an important  
character strength that needs to be 
fostered, encouraged and inspired. 
When we teachers and parents do 
this we ourselves end up having 
fun and becoming more curious in 
the process.  
 
So what can we do? Well we can 
start by encouraging our children to 
ask lots of questions, particularly 
‘Why’ questions….Why are there 
so many stars at night?  Why are 
clouds different colours? Why do 
we grow old? Why can’t we stay 
young?  
 

Cont. next page 

Term Dates 2021 

Term 3 12/7/21—1/10/21 

Term 4 5/10/21—15/12/21 

436 Moppett Street 

HAY NSW 2711 

02 6993 1775 

admin.hay@wf.catholic.edu.au 

Friday Lunch Deal 

Friday Lunch 

Deal 

Homemade 

Sausage Roll    

w/sauce 

$3.50 
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You don’t need to give children the answers. We probably don’t even know 
all the answers. That’s not the point. The important thing is to stimulate their 
curiosity about the world, encouraging them to see the world with a sense of 
wonder and awe. In doing this we will be able to reclaim some of this child-
hood wonder and awe that we have maybe lost in our own journey into adult-
hood.  
 
Another way to encourage curiosity in children is to engage with them in sen-
sory play, particularly in a natural setting and 
without a conventional toy in sight.  
 
Sensory play is all about giving children the 
freedom and encouraging them to reach out 
to what is around them and becoming a part 
of the world’s experience. My wife, Pam, and I 
love being with our grandchildren in our gar-

den, making up stories and encouraging the girls to experience wonder  in 
nature. 
 
The scientific research is clear that children who often experience curiosity 
and wonder and act on these feelings to explore their world do better at 
school, have better relationships with their peers and teachers and grow to 
be intelligent, creative and satisfied people.  They just need to be encour-
aged to explore and given the space and freedom to discover.  
 
My message - Be Curious!  
 
Wishing everyone a great week. 
 
Vince  

From the Principal cont.  
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Sacramental Program Dates  

Reconciliation - 28th October First Eucharist - 13th November 

 A new note has been sent home to the students who are eligible to participate in 
the Sacramental Programs for 2021. Thank you to those families who have re-
turned their notes. Could any outstanding notes please be returned to school by the end of August.  

Religious Education News 

Weekly Compliance Articles  

CYBER SAFETY - UNWELCOME WEBSITES 
 
Unwelcome websites are often encountered when students search for information utilising       
Internet Search Engines such as Google, Bing,  etc. These websites often contain material that 
may be age inappropriate, sexually explicit, pornographic, violent and offensive. The following 
information guides for parents may be of interest and assistance in ensuring that your children 
are protected from offensive content when using the internet. 
 
Welcome to iParent (https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent) 
Where you can learn about the digital environment and how to help your child have safe and   
enjoyable online experiences. Our 10 minute interactive tour is for parents of pre-teens and 
young teens (10 to 14 years). It has plenty of tips and practical steps along the way so you can 
help your child explore safely and manage online issues should they arise. This is especially   
important at this age as they strive for independence and peer acceptance. 
 
There are no right or wrong answers and you’ll get to see how other parents responded to the 
same questions. 

 
 

STUDENT AMBULANCE COVER CONDITIONS 

 
Student Ambulance Cover applies to transportation following a student accident, not an illness or 
medical condition. School policy is to call an ambulance in the event of a serious injury or illness 
(eg severe asthma attack, anaphylactic reaction, seizure etc). If your child has a pre existing 
medical condition that falls into this category, please be aware that the cost of the ambulance 
may be at the parent's expense if you do not have family ambulance cover. 
 

 

https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent
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Award Winners for 6th August 2021 

The Staff and Students would like to wish these people a very Happy Birthday 

 

Lola Edmonds for 5th August 

And 

Allyssa Cooke for the 7th August 

Congratulations to the following students who received class awards at our assembly  

Laura Handford:  for her great contributions to class discussions 

Lacey Headon: for exploring new strategies in Maths 

Giselle Gill: for acting upon her curiosity to fuel her learning 

Usher Stringer: for working hard on his mental maths strategies  

Tilly Weeks: for beating Mr Mychael in tennis and persistence with long division 

Archer Gill: Persistence with long division and always trying his best to remain positive  
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Buddies + Lego + iPads = A great Friday  


