
Respect for Self—Respect for Others– Respect for the Environment 

 

        St Mary’s Scoop  

Term 3 Week 10—  Wednesday 15th September 2021 

From the Principal 

436 Moppett Street 

HAY NSW 2711 

02 6993 1775 

admin.hay@wf.catholic.edu.au 

Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary's 
  

It was great to welcome the children back to school on Monday after four weeks of 
home learning. The children responded well to the challenges of learning from home, 
using their Chromebook devices to Zoom in for online lessons and catch-ups with their 
teachers and friends. Children and teachers feel that this latest round of home     
learning with its emphasis on maximising our use of technology was a much more  
positive experience than last year's experience which was more traditional and    
worksheet-based. Highlights over the last few weeks included our Online Book Parade 
and our Online Fathers' Day Assembly. Staff are now exploring how they can             
incorporate some new ideas into their classroom teaching  practices based on what 
they have discovered and learnt over the past four weeks of home learning.  
One of the projects that has  involved our Years 5 and 6 students over recent weeks 
has been their participation in the   International Peace Day essay writing competition 
sponsored by the Rotary Club of Wyndham  Harbour,   Victoria. 
You will remember that St Mary's, along with the two Public Schools in Hay, has      

developed a      connection with the Rotary Clubs of Woden Daybreak and Burley Griffin in the ACT. Earlier this year 
all three Hay schools held special  ceremonies as we installed specially designed Peace Poles in our school grounds. 
The National Peace Pole project  has seen over 100 Peace Poles donated by Rotary 
to schools across Australia. Rotary has long contributed towards peace in the world 
by addressing causes of conflict such as poverty, discrimination, ethnic tension, lack 
of access to education and inequalities. The aim of the essay writing  competition 
with its theme of 'Peace in Our Community' is to help celebrate the achievements 
of Rotary by encouraging children to think about peace in their community, why it 
is  valuable, what can disturb peace and what can be done about it. 
Peace is a wonderful quality indeed and when we cultivate it within ourselves it 
helps make us stronger and well, for sure. As parents and teachers it is so important 
for us to help our children experience a sense of peace through providing them 
with times for quietness, reflection, prayer, gratitude and mindful appreciation of 
the blessings we enjoy living where we are in this world. It is only when we          
experience peace within ourselves that we can be truly effective at bringing peace 
into our homes, our schools and our workplaces.  

      
I was delighted with the way teachers, Cath Nelson, Veronica Tripney along with 
student teacher, Max Mychael, worked together to motivate each child, encourag-
ing each one of  them to reflect on the importance of peace within their own lives 
and peace within their community. Below are a few short excerpts from some of 
the children's writing:    
  
"Fishing is one of the most peaceful activities in the whole world. Going  
fishing with my family is the best because you have to have patience and 
persistence. I hear the swaying trees with birds, fish coming up to the      

surface to get their meals, I smell the aura of the river and the trees, I feel the cold breeze and the warm 
water and I see the boat rocking the waves and the fishing line going off." (Archer, Year 6 student) 
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"Well here my family and friends are a part of an indigenous council named the Nari Nari Council. In it we 

try to raise awareness of the Aboriginal community, teach younger 
generations what the old generations weren't taught.  
There has been a gap in the passing of culture from generations and 
the Nari Nari Council is working hard to rebuild this essential        
element of our lives. This is done by mostly telling mythological    
stories we follow and do activities at school, community places and 
on country. At Gayini, country managed by the Nari Nari, we invite 
young children and teenagers who have had traumatic experiences 
in their past, host them for a week, team cultural skills like how to 

make a coolamon and other artifacts." (Jaylen, Year 6 First Nations student) 
  
"Peace is a concept of friendship and harmony in the absence of 
hostility and violence. I used to live in a country called South Africa. 
South Africa isn't a very calm place and Hay is much more calm. 
Hay is much more quiet and full of peace……..Personally, I think 
that peace is something that all people should respect and honour. 
Do you want to bring peace into our community? What are you    
going to do to maintain peace in our community. (Lanushka, Year 6) 
  
"In my community peace is when you are talking to other people and 

being kind. We look out for each other by checking up on people and helping other people even if you 
don't know them." (Katie, Year 5 student) 
  
"For me another big thing is that I always have a person by my side to help me when I might be feeling 
sad and they calm me down when I am unhappy. This helps me and my wellbeing. You can also be that 
person by another person's side to help them to get through their tough times. Also if you can help   
someone else and thy could pass it on by helping other people and that can bring peace to our          
community. You can keep on helping other people and treat someone how you would want to be treated 
and that will for sure  make them feel great. How would you want to be treated?                                  
(Joel, Year 6 First Nations student) 
  

"Peace in our community means there is no conflict and when there 
is it gets sorted out peacefully instead of being dealt with roughly. In 
our town of Hay there are lots of sporting events and community 
fundraising for example we have the mini vinnies and of course the 
mini cars. It's always good to go to community fundraisers and 
sporting events to support your team. When you do this you repre-
sent your little community town." (Brody, Year 6 student) 
 
 
 
  

I commend all the children on their effort and commitment towards being architects of peace within their 
communities. I aim to collate all of their writings into a little book to present to our graduating students as 
a valedictory gift at the end of this year.  In the meantime I await with eager anticipation to find out how 
they went in the competition, the winners of which will be announced this coming Tuesday at a special 
Rotarians dinner in Victoria. 
  
Wishing everyone a relaxing holiday, thanking you all for your support and encouragement over this last 
term and looking forward to welcoming everyone back for the first day of Term Four on Tuesday October 
5th.  
  

 
God Bless 
 
Vince 

From the Principal cont.  
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Religious Education News 

Sacramental Program Update 
 

Next term, we plan on beginning to prepare eligible students for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and 
First Holy Communion. Based on the current COVID-19 restrictions, the Sacramental Programs will be 
able to proceed, however, there may be some modifications required to comply with social distancing 
protocols within the church. 
 
Thank you to all parents who returned the notes that were sent home earlier this term. 
An information meeting was scheduled to take place on Thursday 14th October, at this stage we are un-
sure if this will be able to be held as a face-to-face meeting. If not, an alternative will be arranged. 
Parents will receive more information about the Sacramental Programs early next term. Students will 
complete all preparation for the Sacraments during school time. Please do not hesitate to contact the 
school if you require any further information. 
 

Weekly Compliance Articles 

A reminder to all our parents ahead of the break at the end of Term, that school 
zones remain in place for the safety of our children and families. 

School zones operate on all gazetted school days, which are all days the school 

is open, even pupil free days. 
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The Staff and Students would like to wish these people who are lucky enough to         

celebrate their birthday during the holidays. 

A very Happy Birthday  to  

 

Jaylen Dixon for 24th September &  

Mr Creece for 30th September 

 

17th Aug—Tennis & BBQ     
  lunch 
  Last day of Term 3 
 
TERM 4 
5th Oct — Term 4 Begins 
14th Oct—Parent meeting Re:  
     Sacramental Program 
28th Oct—Reconciliation 
26th Nov—Proposed Xmas  
  Tree Fete (TBC) 
15th Dec—Last day for  
  students 
 
 

 Calendar 

Tennis 
We will be finishing the term with   

our final tennis session. 

The weather is warming up so students are reminded to 

bring their hat, drink bottle and own  

tennis racket if they wish. 

 

 

 

Tennis 


