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        St Mary’s Weekly Newsletter 

Term 4 Week 10—  Wednesday 8th December 2021 

From the Principal 

436 Moppett Street 

HAY NSW 2711 

02 6993 1775 

admin.hay@wf.catholic.edu.au 

Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary's 
 
As we enter the second week of the holy season of Advent with only a few days left of the school 
year before Christmas holidays, I'd like to give the warmest of welcomes to our new parish priest at 
Hay, Fr Paul Newton who has been with us for a couple of weeks now.  

 
Fr Paul comes to us from Melbourne and I was  
delighted to welcome him into school on his very 
first day in Hay. He visits the school regularly and 
is a firm fixture in our staff room where he has his 
own Richmond AFL mug much to the                 
disappointment of Sharon, our office administrator, 
who is an avid Swans supporter. Despite this 
shortcoming in his allegiance to the Tigers he is 
having a hugely positive impact on our school and 
parish families and indeed the wider                 
community.  He immediately found a point of    
contact with our students through sport - he loves 
his basketball and is a great Michael Jordan fan 
and he loves his cycling too. Fr Paul, like Fr Chris 
and Fr Neivandt before him, is also parish priest 

over at Balranald. He will be living in the presbytery at Hay between Wednesday and Saturday 
each week and spending Sundays through to Tuesdays in Balranald.  

 
On a personal note I'm delighted to have Fr Paul 
working alongside me so that together we can 
spread the message of Hope in the Good News 
of Jesus who, more than anyone else, is our   
inspiration, our guide and our model for serving 
the community as leaders. No sooner had Fr 
Paul arrived than he got straight into leading our 
sacramental celebrations for First Reconciliation 
and First Holy Communion for parish families 
from both St Mary's and Hay Public School last 
week. He spoke to the children and assembled 
parents in a truly beautiful way, giving them en-
couragement to follow Jesus through prayers 
and good deeds and providing encouragement 
to help them build up the special Catholic     
community here in Hay through coming along to 
Mass each Saturday at 6.00 pm.  
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Fr Paul also invited all present to come along to the special vigil mass to be held at 5.00 pm on 
Christmas Eve here on our St Mary's school grounds, encouraging the children to dress up as 
shepherds and angels! During this time of Advent, I can't help but think that Fr Paul is a real gift 
to our school and local community and I'm truly grateful for him being with us. I invite you to   
likewise make him welcome here - we are blest for sure! 

 
It was terrific to see so many parents, grandparents plus the next 
generation of St Mary's kids present at our special Awards Night 
Presentation last Monday. The wet squally weather failed to   
dampen the enthusiasm of the children and I felt so proud that our 
little school was able to acknowledge each child in a very special 
way through acknowledging their signature strengths. Well done to 
everyone and thank you all for supporting your children through 
your presence on the evening.  It was great to gather as a school 
community for only the first time this year due to Covid                 
restrictions - let's hope and pray that we can have more such    
gatherings next year. I thought that the children performed their little 
song and mime quite beautifully, reminding us all of the true reason 
for the season of Christmas.  
Well done to the children! 
 
 

Staffing 2022: I am still in the midst of the process of securing teaching staff for next year 
and give you my assurance that I will communicate further details as soon as this process has 
been finalised even if this is after school has broken up. For my own part, I could not be happier 
to be here and I am looking forward to building on the successes of 2021 next year and beyond.  
 
Student Reports will be communicated to you via Compass today and next week's newsletter will 
be the final one of the year. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need any further          
information of if I can help in any way. 
 
Thanking you for your ongoing      
support and God Bless. 

 
 
Vince Campbell  
 
 
 
  
  
 
 

From the Principal cont.  

Friday Lunch Deal 

Loaded Hot Potato   

$6.50 
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Religious Education News 

Reconciliation and First Holy Communion 
Congratulations to Usher, Zoe, Frederick, Giselle and Hannah who made their First Reconciliation on Thursday 

night and to Hannah, Ava and Brody who received Holy Communion for the first time on Saturday night. The     

children are pictured with Fr Paul, as well as the children from Hay Public School. Thanks you to all attended to 

support the children. 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal  

Christmas Hampers 

St Mary’s will be supporting the local St Vincent de Paul Society with their 2021 Christmas Appeal. Each 
child is asked to donate non-perishable food and items that can be placed in Christmas Hampers.  

Suggested items are: tins of biscuits, Christmas cakes, mince pies, Christmas lollies, Christmas chocolates, 
nuts, canned foods, bon bons, Christmas plates. 

Could all donations please be brought to school by the end of the term.  

Thank you to those who have already brought in items to donate to the Christmas Appeal, we are off to 
a great start! 
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The Staff and Students would like to wish 

these people who are celebrating 

 their birthday.  

A very Happy Birthday  to  

Katie Black for 28th Nov 

 

TERM 4 

 Term 4 Calendar  Birthdays 

A reminder to all our parents ahead of the break at the end of Year, that school zones   
remain in place for the safety of our children and families. 
 
School zones operate on all gazetted school days, which are all days the school is open, 
even pupil free days 
 
 
 

Weekly Compliance Articles 

6-12/12/21 Swimming Program 11am —12 

Monday to Friday 

9/12/21 Year 6 Mass—6pm 

Year 6 Dinner—7pm 

Bishops Lodge Motor Inn  

14/12/21 Christmas Party Day for all students 

Lunch will be provided 

15/12/21 Last day for students 

16/12/21 Last day for Staff 

2/02/2022 Staff Return 

7/02/2022 All students return 

9/02/2022 Swimming Carnival  

16/02/2022 Cluster Swimming Carnival 
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DON’T FORGET TO  

RETURN YOUR 

RAFFLE TICKETS 

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS OUT 

ON A CHANCE TO WIN THE 

FABULOUS CHRISTMAS 

STOCKING 

Tickets need to be in by Monday 13th  
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Mrs Tripney saying farewell to the children, parents and friends of St Mary’s.  She will be 

missed by    everyone but we wish her well on her new adventures in New Castle.   
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