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        St Mary’s Weekly Newsletter 

Term 4 Week 7—  Wednesday 17th November 2021 

From the Principal 

436 Moppett Street 

HAY NSW 2711 

02 6993 1775 

admin.hay@wf.catholic.edu.au 

Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary's 
 
I have always liked the idea of thinking about a school as a community and as a family. The two 
concepts, community and family, are linked closely. After all, both community and family are places 
where we learn to value and respect each other, even if we don't always get our own way and 
have our own needs met. 

 
Within both community and family we learn that life is 
about us and not just about me. The broader         
community is a place where we learn to value and 
honour people with whom we might not always see 
eye to eye and it is a place where we learn to respect 
and celebrate our differences.  
Our children first learn about community in the shelter 
of their family and we often hear our politicians        
advocating and promoting the notion of 'traditional 
family values.' This is all well and good as long as it 
takes into account the reality that the concept of family 
is a dynamic and ever-changing one with an ever    
increasing number of children being part of blended 
families, step-families and single-parent families.  
 

Within this wide-range of differing family structures there should be an expression of agreed family 
attitudes and standards of mutual respect and     
support. In this way the family operates closely as a 
team and provides the security and sense of being 
safe which children need. Failure to have this in 
place results in a 'supermarket' type of mentality or 
morality where more or less anything goes as long 
as it 'feels right' or it's justified by an attitude that ok's 
a decision on the grounds of 'its freedom of choice 
and not a mandate' or 'It's alright if I believe it to be 
and if it's my choice it can't be wrong!' This leads  
towards attitudes that conflate 'rights' with           
preferences and 'being good' with 'feeling good,' 
where it becomes 'all about me and my feelings' and 

where we lose sight of what is truthfully 'right' or 'wrong.'  
 
Thinking of our schools as families and communities we need to place a strong emphasis on 
teaching what is 'right' and what is 'wrong' and not slide into the wishy-washy territory of justifying 
more or less anything on the grounds of 'freedom of choice' or 'I don't want to impose my values on 
you.'   
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I believe that there needs to be a harmony within the values of the home and the school if our 
young people are to grow up hearing consistent and strong messages about right values. An  
essential part of the mission and vision of a Catholic school like St Mary's is to commit to the  
ideal that it exists to serve the wider community beyond its front gates. Our children and indeed 
all school family/community members need to understand that in the whole scheme of things we 
are like the 'Gold Lotto' winners with what we have compared to most  school communities 
worldwide. With this good fortune comes a responsibility to reach out to others in the spirit of 
community service, doing what we can to help others. Community service often gets a bad rap 
as it has taken upon  a punitive and disciplinary meaning in many quarters. At its heart though it 
is about stretching the heart in empathy, compassion and prayer. 

 
 Activities like the St Mary's 'Socktober' initiative, activated by the  
children here along with reflective activities like writing in our        
Gratitude Journals help reinforce life-giving values of what is right and 
good within our children.  

As a Catholic school, inspired by the Gospel messages of Jesus and 
the life of Nano Nagle, our touchstone must always be to reach out 
with compassion, empathy and prayer to those in need wherever they 
may be, in our local, national and global communities.  
Wishing everyone a great week and thanking you for all your support 
and encouragement. 
 
 
 
 

 
God Bless 
 
Vince 

From the Principal cont.  

Friday Lunch Deal 

Chicken Wrap 

$5.00 
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SCHOOL PHOTOS 

FRIDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 

STUDENTS ARE TO WEAR  

FULL SUMMER UNIFORM 

If you have already paid either online or sent funds in 

the envelope you do not need to do anything, we still 

have the orders.  

 

FORMS MUST BE RETURNED BY 

THURSDAY 18TH NOVEMBER 
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The Staff and Students would like to wish 

these people who are celebrating 

 their birthday.  

A very Happy Birthday  to  

Mr Campbell 19th Nov 

Frederick Nelson 22nd Nov 

TERM 4 

 Term 4 Calendar  Birthdays 

Attendance on Student Reports 

 
The Diocese of Wilcannia-Forbes will be reporting on student attendance in Semester Two    
Reports in the following way: 
The Attendance Period and number of Attendance Days which are being reported upon will be 
displayed. 
The report shows Whole Days and Partial Days Absent (Explained) and Whole Days and Partial 
Days Absent (Unexplained). 
Please note that a partial absence is counted as anything that is not a full day at school e.g.   
arriving to school 15 minutes late is counted as a partial absence. 

 

STUDENT’S ON VISA 
For our families from overseas, it is important that the school has details of your current         
residency status. 
 
Please provide us with your new visa grant notice or Australian citizenship documents, if: 

 
 there has been any change in your visa sub class or the expiry date, or 

 

 if you previously had a visa but have now become an Australian citizen 

Weekly Compliance Articles 

22-26/11 Swimming Program 1.45pm to 2.45pm 

Monday to Friday 

23/11/2021 Yr 6 to HWMHS for full day of 2022   

Orientation 

29/11/21 First Week of Advent 

3/12/21 Proposed Xmas Tree Fete (TBC) 

6/12/21 Presentation Evening—6pm 

6-12/12/21 Swimming Program 11am —12 

Monday to Friday 

9/12/21 School Mass to Farewell Yr 6 (2pm) 

Yr 6 Dinner 

15/12/21 Last day for students 

16/12/21 Last day for Staff 
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 School Banking update from Commonwealth Bank 

For 90 years, our School Banking program has helped children learn about money, reinforced the          

importance of regular savings and provided structure for parents to support their children to save.  

Though the program continues to have strong support from schools, parents and teachers, recent         

decisions by some state and territory governments because of a review by the corporate regulator 

mean we are unable to continue providing programs in schools, and we have had to make a difficult 

decision to close our School Banking program for all government and  non-government schools across 

the country.  

Our School Banking program was established in 1931 at a time when having a bank account was not   

commonplace, and since then we have helped more than 15 million Australians take their first financial 

steps. This would not have been possible without the wonderful support we have received from 

schools like yours, including all the parents and volunteers, and for this we are deeply grateful. Thank 

you. 

Even though this is a sad time, School Banking has taught so many young Australians, past and present, 

the value of money and we believe this should be celebrated. We have created a place for you to share 

your stories, fondest memories and lessons learnt through the program. To share your story and access 

our financial education resources,  

please visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking  

IMPORTANT STUDENT BANKING NEWS 

POINT SCORE 

https://www.commbank.com.au/banking/school-banking.html?ei=SchoolBanking
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