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        St Mary’s Weekly Newsletter 

Term 1 Week 4 —  Thursday 17th February 2022   436 Moppett St Hay 2711 02 6993 1775 admin.hay@wf.catholic.edu.au 

Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary's 
 
I'm hoping that you are all well as we get into the rhythm of school life once again after the Summer holiday 
period. Our new Kindergarten class continue to settle in nicely as do our two new teachers, Evie Gray and 
Caitlyn Smith.   
 
Another person who is also settling in very nicely is our new parish priest, Fr Paul Newton. Fr Paul          
celebrated a lovely beginning of year mass with us last Thursday and spoke to the children quite beautifully 
as he encouraged them to follow the messages of Jesus through their prayers and actions. It is a true joy to 
be able to work hand in hand at school with Fr Paul in the important work of helping the children and staff 
appreciate the beauty of our Catholic faith life and follow the example set by Jesus, our teacher and         
inspiration. Accompanying this newsletter is a welcome message from Fr Paul and I encourage you to   
welcome him into your homes with open and generous hearts. I can vouch for the fact that he is great   
company and is a totally unfussy eater, most appreciative of anything you offer him! He loves his sport and 
he just loves people and good conversation. It is terrific that he is also a member of the teaching team at St 
Mary's for the first part of this year, working as our Religious Education Coordinator, guiding us along the 
way as we strive to hand on the faith to our young people. Fr Paul and our whole staff would love to see 
everyone in attendance at our special Family Mass to be held this Saturday in the church at 6 pm.  During 
the mass we will be holding a short ceremony where we will be acknowledging our 7 Year 6 School     
Leaders for 2022 and presenting them with leadership badges. We will also be giving a special blessing to 
our new teachers, Evie and Caitlyn, asking God's blessings for them for this year. In a non-Covid world we 
would be hosting these little ceremonies during a weekday school mass with parents present. While this is 
not possible right now,  Saturday's Family Mass will, nonetheless, be a lovely way to get our school        
community together at the start of the year and I encourage you all to come along.  
 
Despite the difficulties imposed by the pandemic, I am anxious for school to continue to be as normalised 
as possible and am always looking for ways in which the staff can work in partnership with you, the parents, 
of the children who come here each day. While it is difficult to hold 'on site' meetings, I encourage you to 
talk among yourselves about possible initiatives, maybe in the area of fundraising, that we could activate 
this year.  Please let me know your thoughts and ideas and I promise to give you a hearing. Just this week I 
have been speaking to Kerynne, mother of Sam and Isabella, and Maree, mother of Giselle, about some 
possible events we could hold, possibly one each term eg: a simple art project. Kerynne shared a bunch of 
ideas with me and I shared these with our staff and they are most supportive and would love to work       
together with you for the benefit of our children and our school.  
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Another great project that we are initiating this year is our partnership with 
Jade Auldist from Landcare and Samantha Davies and Harry McCrabb 
from the Petaurus Education Group. Jade, Sam and Harry will be working 
with us on alternate Tuesday afternoons, deepening our appreciation and 
understanding of Aboriginal culture. We had our first session yesterday 
and had an awesome time, learning about the importance of totems in  
Aboriginal culture as well as the creation story of the Rainbow Serpent. 
We also learnt about Aboriginal art symbols and had a go at using these 
in our paintings. All in all a great afternoon! All of this work will help us as 
we begin to involve our children in the  creation of our new Aboriginal   
Cultural Garden at the front of the school. I will write more about this in 
future newsletters.  
 
 
 
 

I am pleased that we were able to proceed yesterday with our Cluster Swimming Carnival at the Hay 
Pool. The easiest option would have been to cancel it due to Covid. We pushed through, doing lots of 
consultations and risk assessments and it turned out to be a great success just as we hoped it would be.   
 
Now, talking of success, I'd like to give a big shout-out to our four   
superstar tennis players, Giselle, Emma, Prince and Samarth who 
blazed a path of glory at the recent diocesan tennis trials at Bathurst 
just before school returned last week. They now form the Wilcannia 
Forbes team and proceed to the next level shortly.  
 
Wishing everyone a great week and looking forward to seeing you 
on Saturday. 
 
God Bless 
 
Vince 
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Religious Education News 
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We held out swimming carnival on Wednesday 9th February with all students from Years 2 to 6            

participating. The age champions from the day were: 

Junior Girl: Leah Curtis 

Junior Boy: Jye Scott and Runner-Up: Cooper Barnes-Heriot 

11 Year Girl: Giselle Gill 

11 Year Boy: Frederick Nelson and Runner-Up: Usher Stringer 

Senior Girl:  Emma Curtis 

Senior Boy: Uzair Shazhad and Runner-Up: Prince Patel 

The Southern Cluster carnival was held on Wednesday 16th February where the students competed with 

Deniliquin, Hillston and Balranald to secure a spot in the DIO swimming carnival to be held on Monday 

28th February at Condobolin.  

Thank you to all of the staff and volunteers who helped out to make both carnivals very successful. 

Here are some photos of our swimmers at the Cluster carnival. Results will be in next weeks newsletter. 
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Term 1 Planner. Please note that all events are subject to change.  


