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        St Mary’s Weekly Newsletter 

Term 1 Week 6 —  Wednesday 2nd March 2022   436 Moppett St Hay 2711 02 6993 1775 admin.hay@wf.catholic.edu.au 

Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary's 
 
Our Year 6 leaders, under the watchful and guiding eye 
of Rick Nelson, cooked up a storm on Tuesday morning 
and dutifully served up pancakes galore with lashings of 
maple syrup to the hungry horde of students who     
gathered outside the Nano Nagle Room. No one went 
short and the children devoured the pancakes with great 
gusto and appreciation.   
 
Shrove Tuesday is the day before we enter into the  
Catholic Church's holy season of Lent as we prepare to 
grow closer to Jesus through doing some extra special 
good deeds which can sometimes involve abstaining or 
giving something up for the 40 days of the Lenten season. Yesterday, Ash Wednesday, marked the start of 

this holy season of Lent and children and staff visited the 
church for mass and to receive the sign of the cross on our 
foreheads with the ashes, reminding us of our own human 
mortality and encouraging us to be the best people we can 
be by following the messages and teachings of Jesus.  
 
During the afternoon session yesterday we gathered in the 
hall along with Fr Paul to introduce our school's  'Project 
Compassion' Lenten initiative. We learnt a little about the 
ways in which other people in the world struggle and have to 

do without many of the basic necessities of life that we often take for granted - like going to school, having 
running water, bread, vegetables and simple food. At the same time we responded with gratitude for the 
blessings and good things that we enjoy in our lives and reflected upon what each of us can do to help   
others in the world through our simple actions during the 40 days of Lent.   
 
 In talking with the children I was really impressed by one student in Year 5 who told me he was going to 
give up having a chocolate bar each week and put the money he saved into the Project Compassion box 
which would help those who don't enjoy many of the good things in life that we sometimes take for    
granted. I suppose it's just human nature for each of us to sometimes focus on what we haven't got and 
maybe wish our lives would improve, maybe through more money, a better car, a bigger house, a newer 
phone and so on. It's worth considering that every bit of scientific research tells us that having more of 
these material things won't make any real difference to our level of happiness or fulfilment in life. What 
does make a difference is reflecting on what we have with a sense of gratitude and reaching out to help 
others less fortunate through simple acts of kindness and service. It's wonderful if our young people 
through our guidance and example can appreciate this wisdom of how to live a good life. The great saint, 
Saint Francis of Assisi, summed it up nicely when he said, "For it is in giving that we receive."  
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FRIDAY LUNCH 

DEAL 

CHICKEN GOUJONS 

$2.50 

Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs): As of Monday this week, schools have fallen into line with NSW             
community settings of 'symptomatic testing.' In line with these new settings, each child has been         
provided with 10 RATs which were brought home in their school bags on Monday. These tests are to be 
used at your discretion in the event of your child experiencing Covid 19 symptoms.  

 
Date Claimer - St Patrick's Day School Welcoming Family BBQ Picnic and Meeting 

 5.45 pm Thursday March 17th. 
 

It is with great joy and pleasure that staff at St Mary’s invite you to 
join us for a welcoming get together now that the Covid 19 settings 
are finally making this possible. This is what we are planning with        

additional information to follow in next week's newsletter: 
 
5.45 pm: Community gathering and welcome in the Nano Nagle 
Room where I will outline some important projects and happenings 
for 2022 and seek to engage parents and friends volunteers for some 
fundraising ventures this year.  
 
 

6.15 pm: Open Classrooms - an opportunity for us to spend a short time in your children's classrooms. 
 
6.30 pm: BBQ/Picnic Dinner 
 
Make sure you claim this date and I look forward to seeing you all on the 17th! 
 
Wishing everyone well for the week and thanking you for your support for St Mary's 
 
Vince  
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Dear friends, with Ash Wednesday this week we 

begin the powerful season of Lent - our spiritual 

preparation for Easter. It is a time when we 

remember all that Jesus went through for us and 

we try again to make Him even more the centre of 

our lives.  

Don’t think of it first as a time to give up something 

but and an invitation to pray in a new way. Yes, we 

try to make some sacrifice or limit some behaviour 

as an offering to our heavenly Father. This will also 

strength us for living a Christ-centred life and help 

us grow in love. But look more carefully for 

opportunities do better — with greater love — the 

□ Reading  □ Serving  □ Welcoming  □ Music   

□ Singing  □ Computer  □ Offertory    

□ Ring BIG bell  □ Zooper Dooper Boss!!! 

So if you haven’t had the chance yet please return 

your “Getting the kids involved” forms to the 

School Office ASAP. Let’s actively build up our 

Parish community together with an exciting family 

focus where everyone of every age is encouraged 

to participate.  

NEW Parish Facebook Page 

I’m very excited to announce that our very own St 

Dympna’s Parish now has its brand new Facebook 

Page. So please check it our straight away and give 

it a thumbs up: 

facebook.com/Stfergalsparishhay 

Fr Paul Newton 

Mobile: 0418 294 847 

Email: frpaulnewton@gmail.com 

Parish Office Ph: (03) 5020 1645 

little daily things we know we have let slip: helping 

at home, getting to bed at a good time, getting up a 

little earlier to pray for a minute or two, doing 

something without having to be asked. We could 

try to have a bit more prayerful silence or surprise 

someone everyday with an act of kindness. 

Everyone is very welcome to our 12:30pm Ash 

Wednesday Mass (2nd March) with the whole 

school so please spread the word and bring your 

family and friends. We haven’t had this opportunity 

to pray all together for a long time so please come 

and join us. What a wonderful way to begin this 

holy time! 

We’d love to see all the children get involved with 

our regular 6pm Saturday Parish Mass. Consider 

again these really important service rolls that can 

enrich every Mass and be such a blessing for your 

children and the whole family: 

And never forget that I’m always up for a chat 

(casual or confidential), a walk (long or short), a 

coffee (strong or weak) or a time for special prayer 

(whatever suits) if you would like. It’s truly a joy for 

me to be here and to help in some little way to 

build up the local community with a renewed and 

https://www.facebook.com/Stfergalsparishhay
mailto:frpaulnewton@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/QJBMw2pQZiA
https://www.facebook.com/Stfergalsparishhay


Respect for Self—Respect for Others– Respect for the Environment 

 

Tamworth Tennis 

Emma & Giselle represented Wilcannia-Forbes 

in the Polding Tennis trials. The girls played 

some very good tennis but they came up 

against very strong tennis players. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Maree Gill for taking the girls 

on such a long trip and making sure they  

also had some time for fun and sightseeing.  

Good luck to the swimmers heading to 

Condobolin on Monday. A full report will be 

in next weeks newsletter. 

The students and Staff would like to wish the following 

people a very big Happy Birthday  

Ava Headon for 26th February 
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What’s Coming up in Term 1 

 Please note all events are subject to change.  

2 March Ash Wednesday Mass 12.15 

4 March Assembly TBC 

7 March  DIO Swimming Trials @ Condobolin 

11 March WF Boys Cricket Trials (Parkes) 

17 March St Patrick’s Day Mass @ 10.30am    Family BBQ Picnic @ 5.45pm 

18 March Assembly TBC 

21 March Harmony Day 

31 March Big Vegetable Crunch 10.00am 

1 April Assembly TBC 

7 April Mass 10.30am                 Cross Country TBC                              Last Day of Term 1 for students  

8 April Pupil Free Day (Professional Development Day for Staff) 

26th April Term 2 Begins 
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2022  Compliance Articles 

KEEPING YOUR CHILDREN SAFE WHEN DROPPING OFF AND PICKING UP AT SCHOOL 

Here are a few things you can do to help keep your children and others safer during drop-off and pick-up 
times during the school week: 
 Make sure your children are fastened in the correct child car seat for their age and size and that it is 
fitted correctly. 
 Stick to the 40km/h speed limit in a school zone and look out for children who may be about. 
 Watch for flashing lights on buses. They let you know that there may be children crossing or about to 
cross the road. A 40km/h limit applies when school bus lights flash. 
 Always give way to pedestrians particularly when entering and leaving driveways. 
 Always park and turn legally around schools. Manoeuvres such as U-turns and three-point turns are 
dangerous during busy school drop-off and pick-up times. 
 Drop your children off and pick them up on the school side of the road in your school’s designated 
drop-off and pick-up area. Never call out to them from across the road – they may run to you without 
checking for traffic. 
It’s safest for children to get out of the car through the Safety Door, away from passing traffic. This is the 
rear footpath side door of the car. 
 
For more information on keeping our kids safe around schools visit the parents section on                     

safetytown.com.au 

 

STUDENT AMBULANCE COVER CONDITIONS 
Student Ambulance Cover applies to transportation following a student accident, not an illness or      
medical condition. School policy is to call an ambulance in the event of a serious injury or illness (eg     
severe asthma attack, anaphylactic reaction, seizure etc.). If your child has a pre-existing medical condi-
tion that falls into this category, please be aware that the cost of the ambulance may be at the parent's 
expense if you do not have family ambulance cover. 

STUDENT’S ON VISA 
For our families from overseas, it is important that the school has details of your current 
residency status. 
 
Please provide us with your new visa grant notice or Australian citizenship documents, if: 
 there has been any change in your visa sub class or the expiry date, or 
 if you previously had a visa but have now become an Australian citizen 
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Smile on Your Dial 

Parent Handbook Snippets 

What puts a SMILE on your dial? 
This year the Hayluminate light projection (Thursday 13 - Friday 14 April) will tell the story of what 
makes us smile in Hay. We NEED your input to make the light show the happiest one yet. Just click on 
the link below to upload your photos, words or drawings that make you smile when you think about 
Hay. ENTRIES close midnight 14 March 2022.  You can enter online or drop in to the Visitor Information 
Centre, 407 Moppet Street, Hay. Click here to enter  
https://www.visithay.com.au/play/activity/smiles-of-hay/ 

https://www.visithay.com.au/play/activity/smiles-of-hay/?fbclid=IwAR2npA6tlRRcn9C4-VcXtCgA7p9D00BPRhZYUVn21BPT0J1J39z0NKhOvhk
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