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        St Mary’s Weekly Newsletter 

Term 1 Week 8 —  Wednesday 16th March 2022   436 Moppett St Hay 2711 02 6993 1775 admin.hay@wf.catholic.edu.au 

Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary's 
 
Tomorrow, Thursday, promises to be a great day for us at St Mary's. For starters, March 17th is the feast day 
of one of the great saints in our Catholic tradition, St Patrick. St Patrick happens to be one of my two         
favourite saints, the other one being St Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Society of Jesus more         
commonly known as the Jesuits. St Patrick is special to me for a number of reasons, the first being that my 
cultural background is that of Ireland. Be under no illusions, St Patrick's Day in Ireland is a big deal, a very 
big deal indeed and is celebrated right across the emerald isle of Ireland with pretty much the same amount 
of enthusiasm (and excess at times!) as Australia Day is over here but without the same controversy. 

 
I spoke to our Years 5 and 6 students briefly         
yesterday about St Patrick's Day and why it is       
important for us to celebrate it in Australia,            
particularly for those of us who are lucky enough to 
be students or staff at any of the 1500 or so Catholic 
schools that span our continent, educating young 
people in our inner cities and our regional and remote 
areas alike, encouraging them to lives faithful to the 
Gospel message of Jesus and the teaching of the 
Catholic church. St Patrick's Day is important for us 
because it is a day when we remember and give 
thanks for the extraordinary work of generations of 
Catholic priests, brothers and nuns who came out 
from Ireland from the earliest days of the Australian 

colony to educate and hand on the Catholic faith to the children of Australia's first white settlers from Ireland.  
 
Thanks to the superhuman efforts and inspiring generosity of these religious heroes, Australia is blessed with 
having the most unique system of Catholic schools to be found anywhere in the world. These days our   
Catholic schools are almost always staffed by lay teachers with religious priests, brothers and nuns being 
somewhat of a rarity. St Patrick's Day provides us with an opportunity to reflect with gratitude for the efforts 
of those who have gone before us and without whose efforts there would be no Catholic schools anywhere in 
Australia. Our own little school, St Mary's, is no exception. The Presentation Sisters, inspired by Nano Nagle, 
herself from Cork in Ireland, arrived here at Hay back in 1883 to open up St Mary's for the town. On that first 

day, there were 60 children enrolled at the 
school.  The school flourished and thrived    
under the Presentation Sisters for well over a 
hundred years and had very healthy             
enrolments. 
 
 Happy Days! Over the years, St Mary's has 
educated children who have grown up to 
achieve success in all the world's great        
professions and trades both here locally and 
overseas.  This is a credit to the dedicated staff 
of St Mary's, the character of its young people 

and the trust of the families who placed faith in the school - and it all started with that small band of little Irish 
nuns who came here at the back end of the nineteenth century nearly 140 years ago. Small in stature       
perhaps but mighty in faith and character undoubtedly. It is indeed a great reason to celebrate St Patrick's 
Day for us here at St Mary's and for Catholic schools everywhere across the great south land.  



Respect for Self—Respect for Others– Respect for the Environment 

 

FRIDAY LUNCH DEAL 

Pizza Singles 

$2.50 

 

Staffing News: I warmly welcome Sharyn Headon, mother of Ava (Year 6) and Lacey (Year 2) to St 
Mary's staff. Sharyn joins us on a temporary contract as our Aboriginal Education Worker, replacing Cher-
okee Dixon who is taking leave during this term. This appointment  will see Sharyn working with us from 
now until early June. The focus of Sharyn's work will be in the project management of our Aboriginal Cul-
tural Garden. The development of this garden has been a long time in coming and it is promising to be an 
important and exciting learning experience for our children and staff. There will be regular updates as 
this project gathers momentum in coming weeks - watch this space!   Cherokee, our regular AEW, will of 
course be returning to us at the start of Term 2.   
 
School Community Gathering 5.45 pm tomorrow, Thursday March 17th at the Nano Nagle Hall. 
 
In the spirit of Irish hospitality and St Patrick, you are warmly invited to our gathering tomorrow even-
ing.  
 
5.45 pm: Parents and children gather in the hall for a brief (I promise!) presentation around some key 
thoughts and initiatives for 2022 including how we build community partnerships and organise     fund-
raising activities this year.   
6.15 pm: Open Classrooms - parents and children visit the classrooms to have a look at the learning envi-
ronments and speak to the teachers. 
6.30 pm: Everyone gathers in the play area for a BBQ picnic and socialising - food is provided!  
 
There will sign-on volunteer sheets for a couple of key areas where we invite your participation: 
 

1. Fundraising - are you keen to work as part of a group to organise a parent fundraiser for each 
term.  
2. School Vegetable Gardens - these are all fixed up and ready to go now - do you have some time 
to come in and work with some children and staff to get some serious planting and harvesting hap-
pening? 
3. Special Skills Audit - do you have any special skills or talents that you are happy to share with 
our children eg it could be your line of work such as working on the land/farming/irrigation/forestry/
sustainability/social services/sports/dance/music or any area that might be of interest for a focus 
session with the children.  

 
 
Looking forward to meeting up with you tomorrow evening. 
 
Warmly  
 
Vince 
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ST MARY OF THE CROSS MACKILLOP 
Born: 15 January 1842, Fitzroy 

Died: 8 August 1909, North Sydney  
Canonised: 17 October 2010, Vatican City  

by Pope Benedict XVI  
 

Letter to Monsignor Kirby selected passages 
(22nd May, 1873) 

 
“I must go back a little. I must tell you that from 
early childhood, as far back as I can remember,  
He gave me such a sense of His watchful presence. 
I began to desire that I could leave all I loved, and 
live for God alone.  
 

My life as a child was one of sorrows, my home, 
when I had it, a most unhappy one. I tremble when 
I think of the natural pride of my disposition, but I 
would wish to sing forever the praises of our dear 
Lord who in His patience and goodness humbled it 
to the dust. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

difficulties...  
 

To me, the will of God is a dear book which I am 
never tired of reading, which has always some new 
charm for me. Nothing is too little to be noticed 
there, but yet my littleness and nothingness has 
often dared to oppose it, and I am painfully 
conscious that in many ways I still in my tepidity 
offend against it without perceiving what I am 

Fr Paul NewtonMobile: 0418 294 847 

Email: frpaulnewton@gmail.com 

Parish Office Ph: (03) 5020 1645 

In early childhood He began to humble me. He gave 
me a most keen sense of duty, and in the discharge 
of what appeared to be my duty, I felt it impossible 
to pause or to consider my own feelings no matter 
how much they had to be trampled upon. Yet for all 
that, my good God watched over me and guarded 
me when I did not try to guard myself.  
 

When I was little more than sixteen years of age,  
the principal care of a very large family fell upon 
me, and from that until I was 25 I felt its burden 
yearly more and more.  
 

But here I must tell you how my dear Lord helped 
me, and how He taught me to lean upon Him in my 

doing…for the love of my sweet Jesus is too strong, 
too beautiful, and His merits too great, for me not 
to cling to Him. 
 
I meant to tell you how I prayed, and ask you to 
help me, but you may see from this our Lord does 
all, I do nothing. His presence is before me almost 
in everything, and I love to come to Him in prayer 
as to my dearest and only Friend. I do not care for 
using books at prayers - these would seem 
obstacles, something stepping in between the 
freedom and ease with which, like a child to a fond 
parent whom she knows is ready to listen to her,  
I love to go to Him. But for all that, I serve Him with 
so little love, so little perfection, or attempt at 
them, in my ordinary actions.” 

5 

The History of St Patrick - a Short Story 

Windows, by Patrick Guest & Jonathan Bentley 

mailto:frpaulnewton@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/xOqWT2tk9Js
https://youtu.be/_yQv4_rhhU4
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2/3/4   

St Patrick's Day is coming up and we are feeling so lucky and grateful in 2/3/4. 

There are a lot of sad things happening in the world at the moment, so we are so lucky to be able to take 
a moment and reflect on just how lucky we are here together learning. 

Also, just a reminder to parents that we have our St Patricks Day Mass at 
10:30 on Thursday and our open classroom event Thursday evening. 
So please come and see the amazing work we have been doing! 
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RE Room  

In RE students have the time to 
mindfully reflect and respond in   
various ways to their learning.  
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What’s Coming up in Term 1 

 Please note all events are subject to change.  

17 March MUFTY DAY St Patrick’s Day Mass @ 10.30am    Family BBQ Picnic @ 5.45pm 

18 March Assembly TBC 

21 March Harmony Day 

31 March Big Vegetable Crunch 10.00am 

1 April Assembly TBC 

6 April Sandhills Artefacts Excursion 

7 April Mass 10.30am                                       Last Day of Term 1 for students  

8 April Pupil Free Day (Professional Development Day for Staff) 

26th April Term 2 Begins 

2022  Compliance Articles 

WEARING HELMETS AND RIDING SAFELY 
Wearing helmets  
Your child must wear a helmet when riding a bike in any public place – it’s the law. The helmet must com-
ply with the Australian and New Zealand standards and needs to be securely fitted and fastened on your 
child’s head. It should be buckled firmly so it fits without wobbling or slipping to the sides.  
Always remember to check that your child is wearing a helmet whenever they’re playing or riding on 
wheels: 
 Bikes  

 Foot scooters  
 Roller Skates  

 Skateboards  
Rollerblades.  
 
Riding safely  
Although children quickly learn to pedal, steer and brake, they aren’t ready to cycle near traffic or on the 
road. Until they are at least 10 years old, your child should ride off-road away from vehicles and drive-
ways.  
 
The safest places to ride bikes, scooters and skateboards are within fenced areas. This helps your child 
from riding or falling onto the footpath or the road. Children under 12 and their accompanying supervis-
ing adult riders may ride on the footpath, unless there are signs specifically prohibiting cycling. Riders 
need to take special care at driveways where vehicles may be driving in or out.  
 
At intersections, riders must dismount and wheel the bicycle across the road as a pedestrian, following 
the STOP! LOOK! LISTEN! THINK! procedure.  
 
For more information on keeping our kids safe around schools visit the parents section on  

safetytown.com.au 
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We hope to see you all 

 Thursday at 5.45pm  


