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        St Mary’s Weekly Newsletter 

Term 2 Week 8 —  Wednesday 15 June 2022   436 Moppett St Hay 2711 02 6993 1775 admin.hay@wf.catholic.edu.au 

Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary's 

"The seed reminds me of God because it grows gently and looks for the sun, like God searches for people in 
need and never means to hurt someone." (7 Year old child in Sydney) 
 
"This little plant reminds me of God. It's just got one stem and three little leaves all joined together." (Year 1 
student yesterday at St Mary's) 
 
"So how do you know it's God talking to you when you pray? How can you be sure its God's voice?" (Year 6 
student St Mary's a couple of weeks ago) 
 
It's been a real joy to be spending time with all the children each week this term, teaching them during their 
Religious Education classes.  I find the children to be very open, curious , and responsive during our sessions. 
Children really are spiritual persons and it is always fascinating to be with them and listen to them express 
their wonderings about the nature of God and about concepts and ideas that are bigger than themselves 
such as the creation of the universe.  

One of the great qualities of children is their power of imagination 
and, in my experience, one of the great weaknesses of so many adults 
in their spiritual quests is their lack of imagination. It's as if the older 
we become, the more removed we become from our spirituality.  It's 
the power of imagination, then, rather than the power of reason or 
logic that is more likely to provide our children and indeed ourselves 
with a deeper understanding of God's nature. The heart of God is 
commonly reached not through reason but through imagination. Be-
lief in God originates in our imagination rather than in ideas.  

 
So much of the beauty of God lies in embracing the whole idea of 'mystery.' Once children can grasp that 
not even the wisest and most clever person alive can completely understand the full nature of God and that 
this is absolutely fine, then they will be able to begin to develop a true sense of  'faith.'  This faith can then 
be gently nurtured and grown over the years through prayer, meditation and religious practices all of which 
deepen our understanding and love of God.  
 

The recent Feast of the Trinity, highlighting the three parts of God's nature, Father, Son and Holy Spirit pro-
vides a wonderful entry point for the children to truly reflect upon what it means when we make the sign of 
the cross each morning at school before we say the school prayer. The Trinity defies rational or logical expla-
nation and cannot be understood in these terms. Once we shake off the shackles of logic and reason and 
open up our minds to imagination and mystery, our faith takes over and leads us closer to God and a deeper 
understanding of the divine nature. The stillness and peace of prayer, meditation and wondering provide 
beautiful ways of appreciating the mysteries of our faith and this is what I believe our children and each of 
us need to flourish and be at our best in the busy and fast-paced world in which we live.  
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17 June Athletics Carnival—All welcome  

18 June Hay Sheep Show Catering  SCHOOL FUNDRAISER 

22 June Semester 1 Reports due to be issued  

25 June Mass 10.30am all welcome 

27 June Parent/teacher Interviews 

1 July Last Day of Term 2 

What’s Coming up in Term 2 

Join us as we celebrate the Feast of the Sacred Heart with a mass next Friday at 10.30 am in the church. 
We ask that children bring along some non-perishable foods for the St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal. 
We will use these in the Offertory procession. 
 
Wishing everyone a great week and looking forward to seeing you at our Athletics Carnival on Friday, 
weather permitting. 
 
God Bless 
 
Vince 
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SACRAMENTS FOR 2022 @ ST MARY’S 
 

Dear friends, it is always a wonderful occasion when 
the children have the long-awaited opportunity to 
receive the Sacraments of the Catholic Church. They 
are unforgettable spiritual stepping stones in our 
following Jesus. They are priceless gifts from God on 
offer to everyone. 
 

Our ongoing plan for the receiving of the Sacraments 
at St Mary’s will be: First Reconciliation in Grade 3, 
First Holy Communion in Grade 4 and Confirmation 
in Grade 6. However, so that no one misses out this 
is what we’ve decided for 2022: 
 

Sacrament of First Reconciliation 
7pm Wednesday, 27th July (Grades 3 & above) 

 

Sacrament of First Holy Communion 
6pm Saturday, 10th September (Grades 4 & above) 

 

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be in Term 4. 
 

Over the next several weeks the children will begin 
their preparations and I look forward to supporting 
them as much as possible. It will be so important that 
this echoes in the home so check out with the whole 
family the YouTube below on Reconciliation. 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism??? 
 

If your children are not yet baptised and you would 
like that to happen please let me know and I would 
be very pleased discuss this possibility. And if any of 
the parents or anyone else you know is interested in 
receiving any of the Sacraments (including Baptism) 
that is an option too. Have a think about it, discuss it 
with your family, pray about it and then don’t 
hesitate to make contact. Everyone is most welcome. 
 

This Sunday is the amazing feast of The Body and 
Blood of Jesus - the Holy Eucharist. It is one of the 
greatest celebration in the Catholic Calendar. We 
remember the most amazing Gift Jesus gave us at the 
Last Supper and continues to give us at every Mass - 
the Gift of Himself. Take the time to watch the 
YouTube video provided below with the whole 
family.  
 

As always, please be assured of my prayers for your 
whole family. I’m am here for you all, to chat, bless 
the home, share a meal, or in any other way I can 
help.  
  

  God bless. Fr Paul  
 

Mobile: 0418 294 847, Email: frpaulnewton@gmail.com 
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18th June - 6pm Saturday Mass 
ALTAR SERVERS 

Prince Patel, Frederick Nelson, Sam Martin, 
Usher Stringer, Samarth Patel, Kodi & Jye Scott 

 

READERS: Beth Coffey & Pene Bolitho   
  ;  

OFFERTORY: Catherine Hamm & Jenny Clark 

25th June - 6pm Saturday Mass 
ALTAR SERVERS 

Prince Patel, Frederick Nelson, Sam Martin, 
Usher Stringer, Samarth Patel, Kodi & Jye Scott 

 

READERS: Margaret Tighe & Susan Wall 
  ;  

OFFERTORY: Sue Denson & Merilyn Pynor 

Reconciliation | Catholic Central Catholic Kids Media - Corpus Christi 

https://youtu.be/rnyeDpTdHDk
https://youtu.be/abVVsG1TGL4
https://youtu.be/abVVsG1TGL4
https://youtu.be/rnyeDpTdHDk
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Hay Sheep Show 

The Annual Hay Sheep Show is being held on Saturday June 18th. St Mary’s has catered for this event 

for many years and we will be continuing that again this year. 

We are asking for volunteers to help with this event, it is one of our major fundraisers for the year. 

We sell Lamb & Gravy Rolls, Soup, Sausage Rolls, Bacon & Egg Rolls for Breakfast, cakes, slices, biscuits,       

sandwiches and drinks throughout the day. The day usually begins at 6am and finishes at 4pm. We 

would appreciate all the help we can get. 

These are the areas we ask for your assistance: 

 Cooking cakes, biscuits, slices and muffins 

 Volunteering for and hour or two to sell the goods on the day 

If you can help please complete the form below and return it to the office or call Sharon and let her 

know how you can help. 

—————————————————————————————————————————————— 

I/We, __________________________________ would be happy to help at the Hay Sheep Show. 

I/We: 

Will provide cakes/slices/biscuits etc (these can be delivered to the Hay Show Grounds Pavilion     

before 10am Saturday morning or dropped to the school prior to 3.30pm Friday 17th June) 

 Will be happy to be rostered on during the day (Please pick a time that suits you) 

 

 Name Time Notes 

Sharon & Caitlyn & Evie 6am to 10am Set Up and assist with Bacon & 

Egg Rolls. 

Matt & Maree Stringer 6am to 8am Cook Bacon & Egg Rolls 

Aunty Max, Sue & Evie 10am to 12 midday  

Sharon & Fr Paul 12 Midday to 1pm  

Litia, Natasha & Sharon 1pm to 2pm  

Sharon  3pm to finish Clean Up 
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Our Athletics Carnival has been set for Friday 17 June at Number 1 Oval. 

We will not be running a canteen on the day and we are lucky enough to have a meal deal 

from Hills   Corner Store. Parents and friends are welcome to bring lunch and share with 

their children if they wish.  

We are looking for helpers to assist on the day with setting up the field events, running/

supervising the field events and time keeping. 

The day will start at 10 am with the 800m races. The age races will begin at 11.30am.  

Children will come to school as normal and we will all work to the park together once the 

rolls have been marked.  

Please indicate if you would like to help out. Field events and track events are held at 

different times so you can volunteer for both if you are feeling adventurous. 

Many hands make light work  

 ————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Athletics Carnival 2022 Volunteer  

If you have already volunteered you do not need to send this form in again and we thank 

you very much for your help.  

PARENT/GUARDIAN/FRIEND NAME: 

_______________________________________________ 

 I CAN HELP WITH TIME KEEPING    

 I CAN HELP WITH LONG JUMP   

 I CAN HELP WITH SHOT PUT 

 I CAN HELP WITH HIGH JUMP   

 I CAN HELP WITH DISCUS   

 OR, I CAN HELP IN ANY AREA YOU NEED  
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2022  Compliance Articles 

CHILD SAFE SCHOOLS AND SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENTS 
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

 

We take our responsibility to protect children seriously. All staff are expected to promote child safety by 
having a clear understanding of their legal child protection responsibilities and act in accordance with 
those responsibilities.  
In particular, the school will:  
 Maintain professionalism in our interactions with children at all times by exercising appropriate duty 
of care and maintaining professional boundaries. 
 Follow an established process to address allegations of inappropriate behaviour by staff towards chil-
dren. 
 Ensure all people working in our school who are required to undertake a Working With Children 
Check have a valid clearance. 
Respond appropriately when we suspect a child is at risk of significant harm due to possible abuse or ne-
glect by a parent/carer or another adult. 
 
ADDRESSING COMPLAINTS OF INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOUR BY STAFF 
We are committed to providing a safe and supportive environment for both students and staff. This in-
cludes addressing complaints of inappropriate behaviour by staff (including parents, volunteers and con-
tractors) towards any child or young person. 
 
Such complaints are handled differently to other types of complaints which may arise in the school be-
cause of legal obligations established by the NSW Children’s Guardian Act 2019. The Office of the Chil-
dren’s Guardian is a government agency which requires schools and other organisations working with 
children to ensure systems are in place for recording and responding to all allegations of a child protec-
tion nature against staff. You should be aware that ‘staff’ includes volunteer helpers (including parents), 
contractors as well as paid staff. 
 
If you have concerns about alleged inappropriate behaviour by a staff member towards any child or 
young person it is important that you discuss your concerns with the Principal who in turn will consult 
with the Catholic Education Office. 
 
All complaints are investigated and resolved through a fair and confidential process which involves listen-
ing to ‘both sides of the story and giving all involved an opportunity to be heard. If the concerns involve 
alleged criminal behaviour they will be reported to the Police and the Catholic Education Office will wait 
for the outcome of the Police investigation before continuing its own investigation. 
 
At the end of an investigation, a finding will be made and appropriate follow up determined. In relation 
to the staff member, this may include no action, increased support, professional development, increased 
supervision/monitoring or disciplinary action, removal of duties or termination of employment. 
 
If harm has occurred to a child, counselling or other support will be offered to the child. 


