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Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary's 
 
A warm welcome back to everyone as we begin Term 3. I hope that you all enjoyed a great holiday and that 
you are keeping well in these difficult and challenging times of pandemic for our local community, our      
nation and our brothers and sisters right across the earth.  My own plans for visiting family over the holiday 
had to be cancelled as just about everyone, our grandchildren included, came down with Covid. Thankfully 
they are all well now and I am starting to feel a whole lot better now after my sickness at the end of last 
term. In truth there was no better place for my wife, Pam, and I to relax and take it easy than dear old Hay. It 
is such a peaceful place with such great and friendly people everywhere. We loved the opportunity to spend 
our two weeks of down-time here.  
 
The children and staff returned to school on Monday, looking rested and enthusiastic to learn which was 
great. During my Monday religion session with the school, I introduced the Character Strength of Humility to 
the children and we briefly discussed the characteristics of Humility and what it means to be humble. 
 

 We will continue to focus on this strength as a whole school over the 
next couple of weeks and at Week 3's School Assembly, our Years 5 
and 6 class will speak to us about this great quality that was something 
that Jesus encouraged everyone to adopt. Jesus's message, in common 
with the messages of the world's other great faiths, is not about    
pushing yourself before others in a quest to get on in the world but 
rather to serve others and be people for others for our world. In the 
era of Facebook, Tik Tok and Instagram where the selfie reigns su-
preme, humility and the notion of a humble person is not really a big             
priority.  It was interesting that when I asked the children to give an 

example of humility that they noticed in real life, no one could think of an example from the fields of sport, 
public life or celebrity (though I'm sure that there are undoubtedly examples out there).  I was most im-
pressed by one student, Frederick in Year 5, who explained humility, using the example of one of last year's 
graduating students, Archer, who achieved well both academically and at sports. "He never made a big deal 
out of his achievements. He just quietly went about as normal and never boasted or bragged or said he was 
better than anyone else," remarked Frederick. "Bingo!" I thought - "that's it, you've nailed it." What we want 
our children to aspire to is to feel quietly proud of their achievements without ever having any need to      
big-note themselves especially at the expense of others. We may have the idea that someone who is humble 
will not be noticed. I would suggest that, in today's culture, someone who is genuinely humble - someone 
who doesn't pretend to be better, smarter or more talented than others - will be noticed. In fact, like our 
own St Mary's student, they will stand out. 
 
Wishing everyone a great week! 
God Bless 
Vince 
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Letter from our 2023 School Principal 

Dear families, staff, students and members of the Hay community,  
 

To say I am excited to be taking on the role of Principal of St Mary’s Parish 
School, Hay in 2023 is an understatement. Through many conversations 
with various stakeholders, I am amazed to hear what an amazing school, 
parish and community already exist, and I am eager to immerse myself 
into them all! 

I am very glad to say that I will not be moving to Hay alone. My fiancee 
Kate (who will be my wife come January) and beagle Ned will be packing 
our bags and are extremely excited to be starting the next chapter of our 
lives         together in Hay. Kate is a High School teacher and we are both 
social and outgoing people. We love catching up with friends, eating nice 
food,    spending time outdoors, camping, watching the footy and spoiling 
the hound! 

 

I have to admit that I am a sports nut. Since I was a teenager and to this day I play both AFL and         
Basketball and I’m a Sydney Swans fanatic. I am extremely excited to play both of these sports upon 
moving to Hay. I am a lover of all sports and if you name a sport, the chances are I’ve played it or follow 
it! I am a lover of music and despite my lack of ability in playing it, I will happily listen to anything from 
most genres. I also see myself as a bit of a tech guru. The access we have to technology is something 
that we are blessed with in the 21st Century. 
 

As an educator I have covered many roles. I have spent time as a classroom teacher, a Literacy and     
Numeracy Instructional Leader, a Sports Coordinator, an Interventionist and I am the current Polding 
AFL manager. I have a passion for implementing technology into all Key Learning Areas so all students 
are equipped with the skills they require to be successful members of society. My Catholic faith ensures 
that I model my behaviours on the teachings of Christ and it is these strong values that I intend to hold 
central to our school. One of the most important values a principal and educator needs to have is an 
open door policy. My door will always be open to families, staff and students so we can work together 
to make St Mary’s the best school it can be. 
 

St Mary’s currently has a focus on Wellbeing as the foundation for its teaching and learning. It is this 
brilliant approach as well as the other contemporary educational approaches implemented by Mr      
Vincent Campbell and the staff of St Mary’s that I intend to enthusiastically continue. Father Paul is one 
of the strongest assets of the school and a strong community is one where the school and parish work 
together to develop the faith of our students. I am excited to work with Mr Campbell and Fr Paul to   
ensure a smooth transition into next year and to ensure the wheels do not stop moving!  
 

A date is currently being finalised where I will come to Hay and meet all the members of the community 
in person. Until then, I hope you all had a restful break and I wish you all the best as we begin Term 3.  
 

Kind regards,  
 
 

James Moran 
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A very WARM welcome back to the all the children, 
their families and the staff at St Mary’s for Term 3. 
You’ve been missed over the holidays. I hope and 
pray you’ve had an amazing time and are refreshed 
and ready to dive into this next chapter. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
We’re delighted to be offering the beautiful 
Sacrament of Reconciliation this term. So all Catholic 
children who have been baptised are most welcome 
to participate in this wonderful stepping stone of 
faith. (If you would like to have your children 
baptised please don’t hesitate to contact me asap to 
chat about it). So in addition to the support and 
preparation that will take place at St Mary’s for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, we’re having a… 

19 

 

23rd July - 6pm Saturday Mass 
ALTAR SERVERS 

Frederick Nelson, Sam Martin, Usher Stringer, 
Samarth Patel, Kodi & Jye Scott 

 

READERS: Beth Coffey & Pene Bolitho  
  ;  

OFFERTORY: Catherine Hamm & Jenny Clark 

30th July - 6pm Saturday Mass 
ALTAR SERVERS 

Frederick Nelson, Sam Martin, Usher Stringer, 
Samarth Patel, Kodi & Scott 

 

READERS: Margaret Tighe & Merilyn Pynor 
  ;  

OFFERTORY: Christine Sullivan & Judy Callaghan 

Parent/Child Reconciliation Preparation Night 
7pm Thursday, 28th July (Nano Nagle room)  

 

And the new date for...  
 

First Reconciliation, 7pm Wednesday, 3rd August  
(St Fergal’s Church)  

 
 

MUSIC TRIVIA NIGHT & DINNER  
A night NOT to be missed!!! This one is just for the 
parents (and their families and friends) and for 
anyone over 18. Make a table of 8. Only $20 per 
person. Drinks are to be purchased from the bar. 
Please advise any special dietary needs. Dress 
Theme: A splash of green. Come along and help 
make this rare night an unforgettable one.  
 

BOOKINGS via School Office 
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The Staff and students of St  Mary’s Wish the following people a 

very 

Happy Birthday 

Giselle Gill for 7th July 

Hannah Immanuvel for 15th July 

Clara Nelson for 24th July 

Lincoln Nelson 24th July 

FRIDAY LUNCH DEAL 

 

Chicken Crackles 

 

$2.50 
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What’s Coming up in Term 3 

26 July 100 Days of School 

29 July National Tree Day 

4 Aug National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day 

5 Aug The transfiguration of our Lord 

8 Aug Southern Cluster Athletics Carnival—Deniliquin 

15-19 Aug National Science Week 

19 Aug WF Athletics Carnival—Parkes 

22-26 Aug Book Week 

25 Aug CWA Public Speaking 

26 Aug Pupil Free Day  

2 Sept Leap Into Kinder Program 

4 Sept Fathers Day 

9 Sept Leap Into Kinder Program 

15 Sept Road Safety Day (Bicycle and scooters) 

16 Sept Leap Into Kinder Program 

23 Sept Leap Into Kinder Program  

23 Sept Last Day of Term 3—PUPIL FREE DAY 

Congratulations to all of our students who have made it to the Southern Cluster Athletics Carnival which 

will be held at the Rams Oval in Deniliquin on Monday 8th August. 

A note will be issued to the students outlining the details and their events. 

Parental consent and payment can be made via Compass or by sending the form and money into the 

front office. Please note that credit card payments can be accepted in Compass but not in our office. 

These very talented students have made the team: 

Leah Curtis, Lacey Headon, Lola Edmonds, Clara Nelson, Lincoln Nelson, Jye Scott, Giselle Gill, Ava 

Headon, Samarth Patel, Usher Stringer, Frederick Nelson, Emma Curtis, Hannah Edmonds, Uzair Shahzad 

and Prince Patel. 
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2022  Compliance Articles 

 


